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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to applicant's election filed on March 29, 2006. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election with traverse of Species #1, drawn to claims 1-15,19 and 28-40 
in the reply filed on March 29, 2006 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the 
ground(s) that because each species claimed by the applicant operates in essentially 
the same general manner, the requirement is improper. 

This is not found persuasive because each species claimed by the applicant 
operates in a different manner that requires a different search. 

The species illustrated in Figures 1-5 requires that the secondary actuator (18) 
will pull or slide the second latch (22) and that the secondary latch has a flange that 
is received in a groove of the secondary actuator. 

The species illustrated in Figures 6-9 requires that the secondary actuator (18) 
pivot the second latch (22) so as to allow the handle to move between the latched 
and unlatched positions (arcuate path). 

The species illustrated in Figures 10-12 requires that the secondary actuator (18) 
pivot the latch. The assembly will not require a biasing member since the secondary 
actuator itself is a biasing member. 

The species illustrated in Figures 13-15 requires that the secondary actuator and 
the secondary latch is a one-piece member, not separate members. 

The species illustrated in Figures 16-18 requires that the secondary actuator 
comprises a magnet to attract the secondary latch. 
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The species illustrated in Figures 19-21 requires that the secondary actuator 
comprises a magnet to attract the secondary latch in addition to a biasing member in 
the latch so as to bias the latch. 

The species illustrated in Figures 22-25 requires that the secondary latch include 
a biasing member to bias the latch. 

Therefore, since each species is distinctively from one another, and requires a 
different search, the restriction was appropriate. 

Also, after further consideration, claims 33 and 34 requires two different actuation 
paths, one linearly and one arcuate. Therefore, claims 33 and 34 are no longer 
considered as generic claims since some of the species requires movement in a 
linear path and other movement in an arcuate path. 

Further, the applicant believes that claim 19 reads on the selected species, 
species #1 Figures 1-5. However, claim 19 requires a biasing member that biases the 
latch. The species elected do not requires a latch-biasing member. At the instant, 
species #7 is the one that requires a latch-biasing member. Therefore, the claim will 
not be considered. 

In conclusion, only claims 1-4,28-32 and 35-40 are considered as generic claims 
and only claims 1-15.28-32 and 34-40 are going to be examined as being drawn to 
the elected species, species #1, Figures 1-5. Claims 16-27 and 33 are withdrawn 
from consideration. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) The invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-13,15,28-32, and 34-40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Pat No 2,219,626 to Johnson. 

Regarding claim 1, Johnson discloses a vehicular door handle assembly 
comprising a primary actuator adapted to be mounted to a vehicle door, wherein the 
primary actuator has a first user interaction portion (the handle 10) for moving the 
primary actuator between a latched position and an opened position, and wherein the 
vehicle door is opened by a user by moving the user interaction portion of the primary 
actuator between the latched position and the opened position. 

The assembly further comprises a secondary actuator operatively associated 
with the primary actuator, wherein the secondary actuator has a second user 
interaction portion (18) for moving the secondary actuator between a secure position, 
wherein movement of the primary actuator from the latched position to the opened 
position is prevented, and a release position, wherein the primary actuator can move 
from the latched position to the opened position. 

The second user interaction portion is aligned with at least a portion of the first 
user interaction portion so that attempted movement of the primary actuator out of 
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the latched position first causes the secondary actuator to be moved from the secure 
position to the release position. 

As to claim 2 and 29, Johnson discloses that the primary actuator comprises a 
handle (10) and the first user interaction portion comprises a handle hand grip region. 

As to claims 3 and 30, Johnson discloses that the secondary actuator comprises 
a trigger (18) mounted to the handle, and the second user interaction portion 
comprises a trigger hand grip region. 

As to claims 4,31 and 40, Johnson discloses that during the attempted 
movement of the primary actuator out of the latched position, the user grasps both 
the handle hand grip region and the trigger hand grip region and moves the trigger 
hand grip region towards the handle hand grip region to move the trigger from the 
secure position to the release position. 

As to claim 5, Johnson discloses that the trigger (18) is pivotally mounted to the 
handle. 

As to claim 6, Johnson discloses that the assembly further comprises a biasing 
member (23) that biases the secondary actuator to the secure position. 

As to claim 7, Johnson discloses that the biasing member (23) is a leaf spring. 
As to claim 8, Johnson discloses that the assembly further comprises a latch (14) 
operatively associated with the secondary actuator (18) and operable between an 
active condition, wherein the latch prevents movement of the primary actuator (10) 
from the latched position, and an inactive condition, wherein the latch allows 
movement of the primary actuator from the latched position, and wherein movement 
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of the secondary actuator from the secure position to the release position inactivates 
the latch. 

As to claim 9, Johnson discloses that the assembly further comprises a latch 
receiver (17) adapted to be mounted to the vehicle door adjacent the primary actuator 
such that the latch is partially received by the latch receiver and partially received by 
the primary actuator when the latch is in the active condition. 

As to claim 10, Johnson discloses that the assembly further comprises a biasing 
member (23) that biases the secondary actuator to the secure position and the latch 
to the active condition, and movement of the secondary actuator against the bias of 
the biasing member to the release position withdraws the latch from the latch receiver 
to the inactivate the latch. 

As to claim 11, Johnson discloses that the biasing member (23) biases the 
secondary actuator away from the primary actuator, and the attempted movement of 
the primary actuator out of the latched position causes the secondary actuator to be 
moved against the bias of the biasing member and towards the primary actuator. 

As to claim 12, Johnson discloses that the secondary actuator is pivotally 
mounted to the primary actuator (at 21), and pivotal movement of the secondary 
actuator relative to the primary actuator translates into linear movement of the latch 
relative to the latch receiver. 

As to claim 13, Johnson illustrates that the latch comprises at least one flange, 
and the secondary actuator comprises a cam in operative communication with the at 
least one flange to effect the linear movement of the latch (see attachment #1 ). 
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As to claim 15, Johnson illustrates that the latch (14) comprises at least one 
flange and the secondary actuator (18) comprises at least one arm. During the 
movement of the primary actuator from the secure position to the release position, the 
at least one arm abuts the at least one flange to induce movement of the latch out of 
the latch receiver to the inactive condition. 

As to claim 28, Johnson discloses a vehicular door handle assembly comprising 
a primary actuator (10) adapted to be mounted to a vehicle door and movable 
between a latched position and an opened position, and wherein the vehicle door is 
opened by a user by moving the primary actuator between the latched position and 
the opened position. 

Further, a secondary actuator (18) operatively associated with the primary 
actuator and movable between a secure position, wherein movement of the primary 
actuator from the latched position to the opened position is prevented, and a release 
position, wherein the primary actuator can move from the latched position to the 
opened position. 

The primary actuator and the secondary actuator have a common or similar 
actuation path so that attempted movement of the primary actuator out of the latched 
position first causes the secondary actuator to be moved from the secure position to 
the release position. 

As to claim 32, Johnson discloses that the first and second user interaction 
portions are hand grip regions on the handle and on the trigger. 
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As to claim 34. Johnson discloses that the primary and secondary actuators have 
a common actuation path that is arcuate. 

As to claim 35, Johnson discloses a vehicular door handle assembly comprising 
an actuator (10) adapted to be mounted to a vehicle door and movable through an 
actuation path to an opened position, and wherein a user opens the vehicle door by 
moving the actuator to the opened position. 

A latch (14) operatively associated with the actuator for selectively preventing 
movement of the actuator to the opened position. 

The actuation path comprises a first portion and a second portion and movement 
of the actuator through the first portion deactivates the latch so that the actuator can 
move through the second portion to the opened position, and wherein the first portion 
and the second portion of the actuation path are serially aligned and substantially 
indistinguishable to a user during attempted movement of the actuator to the opened 
position. 

As to claim 36, Johnson discloses that the actuator comprises a secondary 
actuator (18) movable to a release position during the first portion of the actuation 
path for deactivating the latch. 

As to cliam 37, Johnson discloses that the actuator has a first user interaction 
portion (10) for moving the actuator to the opened position, the secondary actuator 
has a second user interaction portion (18) for moving the secondary actuator to the 
release position, and wherein the second user interaction portion is aligned with at 
least a portion of the first user interaction portion so that the attempted movement of 
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the actuator to the opened position first causes the secondary actuator to be moved 
through the first portion of the actuation path. 

As to claim 38, Johnson discloses that the actuator comprises a handle, and the 
first user interaction portion comprises a handle hand grip region. 

As to claim 39, Johnson discloses that the secondary actuator comprises a 
trigger mounted to the handle, and the second user interaction portion comprises a 
trigger hand grip region. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claim 14 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Carlos Lugo whose telephone number 571-272-7058. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9-6pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273- 
8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703- 



306-5771. 




Carlos Lugo 

Patent Examiner AU 3676 
April 5, 2006 
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